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HOPE:
NOT A STRATEGY,  
BUT IMPORTANT NEVERTHELESS

BUILD A CULTURAL MINDSET FOR PEAK PERFORMANCE.

Hope empowers us to  
“Run with the horses”

Goals help us stretch,  
go beyond

“Hope is Passion for  
What is Possible”

–  Soren Kierkegaard

“I am not an optimist, because I am not sure that everything ends 
well. Nor am I a pessimist, because I am not sure that everything ends 
badly. I just carry hope in my heart. Hope is the feeling that life and 
work have a meaning. You either have it or you don’t, regardless of 
the state of the world that surrounds you. Life without hope is an 
empty, boring, and useless life. I cannot imagine that I could 
strive for something if I did not carry hope in me. I am thankful 
to God for this gift. It is as big as life itself.”

–  Vaclav Havel
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BUILD A CULTURAL MINDSET FOR PEAK PERFORMANCE.

My son lives in Sweden. Everyone talks about the land of the midnight sun, but they don’t talk about how 
dark it can be in the winter. In Stockholm, the sun doesn’t rise until 9 and sets at 3. Plus, it’s pretty gray  
even when there is light. 

Yet, as soon as it gets dark, lights appear in every window. Not to light the house, but to shine out into  
the streets. Downtown, there are major light displays. It’s pretty impressive to see lights floor after floor, 
street after street.

What’s it for?  
To lift people up, 
to give them hope.

Hope gives us strength to pursue, persevere, and prevail.
In the Bible, the prophet Jeremiah talks about the power of hope when he says, “If you have raced with  
men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with horses? If you stumble in safe 
country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan?”

We grow by stretching ourselves. Our goals need to be large and ambitions so that we reach beyond our 
current grasp. There is little satisfaction in simply retracing one’s steps.

The beginning of every year is a time to plan, to dream, and to fill up on hope. It will sustain us as we take 
on our goals and chase our aspirations.

Those who say that hope isn’t a strategy are right. Nevertheless, hope plays a big role. It gives us the 
energy to keep on, especially when things seem bleak.

Hope…


